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PRACTICING BEING PEOPLE  
OF THE WAYS OF JESUS CHRIST 

by Sharon Wolfe, Member of the Pastoral Transitional Team 

 
Los Ranchos Presbytery’s Committee On Ministry, 
in agreeing that this church proceed in negotiating a 
contract with Rev. Dr. Jack Loo to become our new 
Transitional Pastor, also emphasized their  
expectation that Garden Grove First Presbyterian 
Church continue to discern where we have been, where we are, and what 
God’s call upon this congregation is for the years ahead.   To this end, I 
have been reading portions of Alan Roxburgh’s Joining God, Remaking 
Church, Changing the World, which offers deep hope and concrete steps 
forward for churches struggling with life in a post-Christian world.  
 
In his chapter entitled “Practicing the Journey”, Roxburgh emphasizes 
practices. He defines them as “shared actions that, when taken together, 
weave a way of life amongst a people…not just feelings, emotions, or  
sensitive, caring thoughts, but routinized actions shaping our lives in a 
certain direction.” Followers of Jesus by the mid-point of the first century 
were identified as “People of the Way”—this meant they were those who 
practiced the ways of Jesus. Practices we determine to be important and 
therefore complete on a regular basis become a part of the rhythm of our 
lives.  Practices build into our life together common habits, attitudes, and 
actions that orient us in a particular direction or way of life. 
 
One of the Christian practices Roxbury emphasizes is weekly worship, 
without which we cannot be who we confess that we are: a people formed 
together by Jesus around the table. We believe that there is something 
essential about coming together regularly to practice being followers of  
Jesus and thinking together about God’s word.  Coming together to  
worship can open up the presence of God and make God known among 
us.        
       (continued, page 2) 
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 Worship begins at 9:30 am  

 

 

Sunday, April 7 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
COMMUNION 

“The Search for Talent” 
Matthew 25:14-30 

 

Sunday, April 14 

PALM SUNDAY 
“How to Care for a King” 

Matthew 25:31-40 
 

Friday, April 19 

GOOD FRIDAY 
Four Churches of Garden Grove 

Walk “The Way of the Cross” 
Last Stations at FPCGG 

 

Sunday, April 21 

EASTER SUNDAY 
“He is Alive!” 

Matthew 28:1-10 
 

Sunday, April 28 

“And the Dance Goes On” 
Matthew 28:18-20 

Rev. Jack Loo, Pulpit Supply 

 

PRACTICING BEING PEOPLE  
OF THE WAYS OF JESUS CHRIST

(continued from page 1) 
 

A really good example of revelations which  
occur in the content of God’s word occurred 
recently on a Sunday morning when Rev. Dr. 
Jack Loo was to be preaching from Matthew 
17:14-20. The choir during practice was  
concentrating diligently upon the music to say, 
“If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, 
you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here 
to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be 
impossible for you.”  All at once, somebody 
said, “ that mountain—it’s a metaphor!  With 
my faith in God, I can pray that not a huge 
rock—but a huge problem—can be moved, 
and it can be!”  (So, curing cancer or alleviating 
kidney failure or solving back pain or forgiving 
a huge debt or repairing a broken relationship 
or keeping a small church vital is possible with 
strong faith in God and prayer.)  Those  
gathered choir members all had a chance to 
contemplate anew a familiar gospel message 
from one singer’s perspective.  I, for one,  
certainly appreciated the idea voiced. 
 
We publish each month in this Messenger the 
scriptures upon which each Sunday’s sermon 
will focus.  I encourage you to begin perhaps a 
new practice: look ahead, and read and think 
about that scripture before you come to  
worship on a Sunday morning, so that you 
have a chance to ponder new meanings as 
Pastor Jack so aptly points out new  
perspectives. Consider sharing your ideas with 
other worshippers during fellowship time  
afterwards. 
 
Like you, striving to be one of God’s people! 
 
Blessings,  
Sharon 
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“The Way of the Cross” will be celebrated 
 at the following churches: 

 
12:00 noon 

St. Anselm of Canterbury Episcopal Church  
13091 Galway 

 
St. Columban Catholic Church 

10801 Stanford 
 

United Methodist Church 
12471 Main Street 

 
First Presbyterian Church 

11832 Euclid St. (concluding service) 
 

Each brief service (except the last) will be followed by a procession to the              
succeeding church.  You may join (or leave) the services at any time or place, and 
walk as much as you feel able.  Cars will be following along the way to assist any  
participants who may have difficulty completing the walk.   
 
The service at each church will focus on the “Stations of the Cross”, the historic,  
meditative points of Jesus’ journey of obedience.  The procession will be led by a 
cross and banners identifying participants as walking “The Way of the Cross.”  This is 
a unique opportunity to reach out and witness to our community, as well as to  
participate in meaningful worship with fellow Christians. 
 
The processions heighten the awareness of our Savior’s death and draw attention to 
the many people, from different denominations in Garden Grove, who are committed 
to Christ.  Last year about 500 people participated in the services and walk.   

 
Please join fellow Christians on this Good Friday afternoon  

for an inspiring opportunity to worship and witness to our community. 

The Churches of Garden Grove Walk 

“THE WAY OF THE CROSS” 

Four Christian churches in Garden Grove will 
again sponsor interdenominational services and                             

processions on Good Friday, April 19
th
,   

beginning at 12 noon and ending at 3:00 pm.   
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UPCOMING FPCGG EVENTS, 

APRIL 2019 FORWARD 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday    April   7   1:30 pm Young-At-Heart Tour of Stanley Ranch Museum 
Sunday    April 14   9:30 am Palm Sunday worship 
Tuesday    April 16   5:00 pm FPCGG Book Club 
Friday     April 19    noon + Walk the Way of the Cross 
Sunday    April 21   9:30 am Easter Sunday worship 
Wednesday    May    1   2:00 pm Young-At-Heart Planning Meeting  
Sunday    May    5 10:45 am Deacons Host Spring All-Church Luncheon 
Sunday    May  19   2:00 pm South Pacific at Westminster Playhouse 
Sunday   June    2 11:00 am Session Meeting 
Wednesday   June    5 11:00 am Young-At-Heart lunch/visit to Santa Ana Zoo 
Saturday   July   20   2:00 pm Westside Story at the GEM Theater, GG 

 
OPEN DOORS, OPEN HEARTS 
GIVE TO ONE GREAT HOUR OF 

SHARING 
Sundays, April 14 and 21 

 
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS), the PCUSA offering which this church collects on both Palm 
Sunday and Easter Sunday, reflects the call in Isaiah 58 to become repairers of the breach,  
opening doors to become the church with all the people we see. OGHS is the single, largest way 
that Presbyterians come together every year to work for a better world—sharing God’s love with our 
neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief from 
natural disasters, food for the hungry, and support for the 
poor and oppressed. Each gift helps to improve the lives of 
people in challenging situations through three impactful pro-
grams: Disaster Assistance, Hunger Program, and Self-
Development of People.  Thanks to heartfelt gifts in  
previous years, One Great Hour of sharing currently  
supports projects in over 100 countries. 
 

Join with Presbyterians worldwide  
in answering God’s call.  

If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot! 

http://r.search.aol.com/_ylt=Awr9JhWxqENcqz0AvUxjCWVH;_ylu=X3oDMTIyczkxbW52BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM5Mjk3YTFkNzI4YjJjNTE4MjU3MjY2OTViZTA1MDI0MQRncG9zAzUEaXQDYmluZw--/RV=2/RE=1547966769/RO=11/RU=http%3a%2f%2fwww.sturgeonbaptistchurch.org%2fclientimages%
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Take Note!    
by Marilyn N. Stiltz, Music Director, FPCGG 

 

PRAISE SONGS 
 

A Short Quiz:  Fill in the blank.   
5 points for each correct answer. 
   1.  What event happens immediately before the Praise Songs?  
a.  Announcements are given;  b.  Prayer cards are collected; 
c.  “Peace be with you” is shared;  d.  Musicians play.  
   2.  How many song(s) are in this opening set?   
a.  one;  b.  two;  c.  three;  d.  four. 
   3.  The _________________ selects the Praise Songs. 

 a.  Music Director;  b. Pastor;  c.  Worship Committee;  d.  Bob Cerince 
 
Answer 1:   d. The musicians start playing music.   
 We try to gently get your attention!  This should be your clue to finish conversations with 
“Let’s continue after service. It’s time to sing!”  Of course, you could say, “I’m sorry, I’ve run out of 
peace to give you.  I need to replenish my peace offerings by singing”?  On March 24

th
, I even 

played “If You’re Happy and You Know It, Clap Your Hands”.  One person clapped.  The rest of you 
continued conversations and peace-givings.  
 Have you been in the Sanctuary while we’re doing the sound check before the service?  We 
want to be sure the mics and monitors are all functioning and balanced.  We collaborate on styles 
and tempos.  We check with Denise (or whoever is running the slides) for number of repeats, lyrics, 
etc. 
 If you catch the sound check, it will let you know which songs we’ll be singing.  This is helpful 
if one of the songs is unfamiliar.  Help us by listening—It’s easier for us to coordinate. 
Answer 2:  c.  Three, usually 
 Three is a nice number, wouldn’t you agree?  It gives your voices time to musically warm up, 
and share in the pure joy of communal singing.  Usually, two songs are contemporary, and the third 
is traditional.  However, there are no set rules; I try to provide variety and meaning.  Just as our faith 
and relationship with God is continually evolving, the Praise Songs provide hope, joy, trust, and 
growth. 
 Oh, and if you need to rest your legs before the Praise Song time is finished, by all means, sit 
down—but keep on singing!  Scientific research shows increased brain function and serotonin (the 
‘feel good’ hormone) levels through music-making!  Maybe that’s why I’m perky?  Make a joyful 
noise! 
Answer 3:  a, b, c, d are correct.  (YAY!  You get a right answer and 5 points!) 
 The Pastor typically determines who picks out the music.  Pastors Cheryl and Cynthia picked 
out all of the music, except for the choir anthem.  Pastor Jack prefers to leave that job to someone 
else.  Bob picked out the Praise Songs when he had more free time during Pastor Jack’s previous 
“pulpit supply” time with us, and I was teaching full time. 
 Now that I’m cheerfully retired, I am blessed by spending more time in leading worship, and 
have been taking the helm in music selections.  I read the scriptures for each week’s sermon.  I look 
through several sources (along with lists of prior years of Praise Songs used for FPCGG worship). If 
you have favorite Praise Songs, let me know—I’ll keep your thoughts in mind when the topic is  
appropriate for use of the song  
  

Next month:  Take Note!  The sung responses 
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CONTINUING OUR CARE OF THE HOMEBOUND 
  

As part of their ongoing support of those who are not able to actually come to worship with us 
regularly on Sundays, the FPCGG Board of Deacons prepares two pieces of fleece fabric by cutting 
parallel strips along all four edges so that the two pieces of fabric can be tied together at those 
strips, becoming a “prayer blanket” to be delivered to a homebound member of our church family.  
On a Sunday morning during fellowship time in the Choir Room after worship, those who tie the 
strips together say a prayer for strength, healing, peace, or comfort for the recipient.  This is a photo 
of the tying process on a recently presented “prayer blanket”. 

TIE A KNOT, SAY A PRAYER 
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FINANCIAL NEWS 
by Administrative Ministry  

 
Here are the numbers! 
Commitments and Regular Giving Income as of February 28

th
, 2019: 

 YTD 2019 Actual    $ 14,444.00  
 YTD 2019 Anticipated  $ 14,086.00 
 YTD Difference      $      378.00   Thank you for fulfilled commitments! 
  
Financial Update as of February 28

th
, 2019, for total income and expenses: 

 YTD 2019 Income   $ 39,728.20 
 YTD 2019 Expense   $ 37,261.60 
 YTD Difference                      $   2,466.60   Ahead as we begin!    
 
Your Session is diligently striving to keep expenses reasonable.  As this new year begins, we pray 
that God will continue to bless our ministries as we give generously beyond ourselves — our time, 
our energies, and our financial resources.  

 
 

YOUNG-AT-HEART  
MUSEUM OUTING 

SUNDAY, APRIL 7
th

 
 

 

 

 

Grab a friend and join our Young-At-Heart journey 
into Orange County history at 1:30 pm, Sunday, 
April 7

th
, as we tour Stanley Ranch Museum and 

Historical Village, 12174 Euclid St., Garden Grove.  
Parking is conveniently on site.   
 
Allow 1-2 hours to walk the grounds and tour 17 historic buildings for a suggested $5 donation.  
Please contact  Wayne and Sharon Wolfe at home phone (714.540.2746) or Wayne’s cell at 
(714.342.4331) or email at wayashar@aol.com, so that they can tell our tour guide how many of us 
to expect. 

Group  Outing 
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RELAX AND ENJOY A WHODUNIT  
WITH THE FPCGG BOOK CLUB 
 
For April, the FPCGG Book Club has chosen to read The 

Perfect Couple, a novel by bestselling author Elin Hilderbrand,   
proclaimed “the queen of summer reads”.  A fast-paced and       
addictive story, light and fun to read, The Perfect Couple is a    
clever whodunit set amidst the no expense spared paradise of 
Nantucket, sand, sun, beautiful wealthy people, privilege, secrets, 
lies, and, perhaps of course, murder. A wedding is canceled when 
the bride finds her maid of honor floating face-down in the Atlantic 
on the morning of the big day. As the police chief interviews the bride, the groom, the groom’s      
famous  mystery-novelist mother, and even a member of his own family, he discovers that this    
wedding is a minefield—and no couple is perfect, and that almost everyone in this book has a big 
scandalous secret! 
 Pull up your favorite beach chair—or recliner—and enjoy this book;  then come to share your 
reflections with the group who will gather around a table in the back room at Marie Callender’s at 
13252 Brookhurst in Garden Grove on Tuesday, April 16

th
, at 5:00 pm. Couples and singles choose 

from the menu (possibility including a sinfully-delicious piece of pie), and share ideas of other good 
books to read and interesting conversation on a whole range of interests.   
 Direct your questions and RSVP to: Joan Mildenstein (714.539.1034). 

FPCGG Men’s and Women’s Monthly Lunches  
are postponed until May  

because the regular third Friday meeting  
falls on Good Friday this April,  
and we all plan to be a part of  

the Garden Grove “Walk the Way of the Cross” tradition.    
Plan to join us next month on May 17

th
! 
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SHOWER PLUS  MINISTRY STATISTICS  

FOR 4 WEEKS OF February  2019 (a total of 8 days) 

  
Total showers taken:  429 (duplicated individuals; approximately 54 unique 

individuals each day) 

Total breakfasts served: 513 (duplicated individuals; approximately 64 

unique individuals daily)  

Number of participants who were new to us:  36 (unique individuals)  

Number of volunteer hours donated:  415 (a value of $4,565.00, 

       $11.00 per hour, CA minimum wage) 

Bakery Donations from Costco: approximate value, $751.95 

Food Finders, St. Jude's Hospital Fullerton, Donation:   395 lbs. of pre-cooked food   

 
SHOWER PLUS MINISTRY  

UPDATE 
by Outreach Ministry 

 

It is a joy to celebrate the generosity of  
another  group who meet on the FPCGG 
campus regularly. Donations for Shower 
Plus Ministry from North Orange County 
Reciprocity P.E.O on Friday, March 15

th
, 

totaled: 209 Bath Towels, 61 hand towels, 
86 wash cloths, 29 bottles of detergent, 29 
pairs of socks, 10 pounds of toiletries. 
The front office was momentarily cluttered 
until everything could 
be properly stored  
to be used in our 
ministry to the  
homeless of our  
community. 
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Bread of Life 

 

 
“MUNCHIES FOR MISSION” 

 April Focus: Women’s Transitional Living Center 
by Outreach Ministry 

 
After Sunday worship, as we gather in the Choir Room for fellowship,  
coffee and punch, we also may enjoy sweet treats from the “Munchies for  
Mission” table. Those goodies are donated each week; the binder with the 
upcoming calendar of volunteer sign-ups is on that table, along with a  
donations basket. Those cash donations (augmented by the Deacons’ Fund 
to reach $150 monthly) are sent to a designated local non-profit  
organization at the end of the month.  In April  those “Munchies for  
Mission” moneys will be given to the Women’s Transitional Living Center. 
 
Women’s Transitional Living Center is dedicated to helping individuals and 
families escape the depths of domestic violence and exploitation.  WTLC 
provides the tools and resources to build self-esteem and empower people 

for independent living.  Their program includes a 24-hour hotline phone  service, emergency shelter, 
transitional housing, community outreach, immigration services, legal advocacy, a 40-hour domestic 
violence training course, and residential children’s activities.  Their business   office in Orange, CA, 
can be reached at (714) 992-1939.  Mark Lee, Chief Executive Director, can be contacted at 
MLee@wtlc.org. 

BREAD OF LIFE DONATIONS 
 

 Non-perishable food items  
are collected monthly.  

These gifts are then shared with H.O.P.E., 
a Garden Grove organization  

which helps families  
who are hungry and hurting.  

Requested donations 
for April’s 

Bread of Life program: 
peanut butter 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 
 

      APRIL 
 BIRTHDAYS 

    
  1  Richard Allinger 

  4  Cecile Weed 
17  Ellen Winters 
20 Catherine Landowski  
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News from and about our extended church family and friends 

Dear Deacons,  
 Your kindness means so very much. Thank you very much for the beautiful lap robe. It is very 
comfortable.  Bruce spends a lot a time in his recliner with his robe. 
 Your thoughtfulness and your efforts means so much to us. 
  Love, Bruce and Cecile Weed 

Dear First Presbyterian Church of Garden Grove, 
 Thank you so much for your gracious contribution to Habitat Orange County. Your support 
helps us to move families into safe, affordable, and permanent housing!  We are truly appreciative of 
your support and I hope to come visit soon! 
  Blessings, Ariel Hyatt 
 

Editors” Note:  This $150 donation was the January 2019 Munchies for Mission gift.  

Dear Friends at First Presbyterian Church of Garden Grove, 
 Thank you so much for your generous gift of $150 in support of Thomas House Family 
Shelter. We sincerely appreciate your interest in ensuring the homeless families receive the services 
they need to thrive. Your support ensures that Thomas House can continue to empower the families 
we serve to rebuild their lives. 
 Sincerely, Natalie Julien, Executive Director 
 

Editors” Note:  This $150 donation was the December 2018 Munchies for Mission gift. 

 

Thank You! 
 

     The young men and women of 
the Garden Grove Police Explorer 
program would like to Thank You 
for your generous donation of 
$2,000. Your gift is greatly  
appreciated and will help to  
further our Explorer Program 
Training. 
 

     Thank you for your support, 
     Garden Grove Police  
     Department Explorer Program 
 

Editors’ Note: Outreach Ministry  
designated this gift from our local 
church’s portion of donated  Pentecost 
funds. 
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TWO HYMNALS  

FROM WHICH TO CHOOSE????? 
by Christian Life Ministry 

 
As you reach into the pew rack in front of you to grab 
a hymnal so that you can use it for singing a hymn 
during worship, you will now find two different  
hymnals from which to choose, The Worshiping 
Church which we have been using for years, and a 
newly appearing blue The Presbyterian Hymnal.  We 
wish to thank Grace Presbyterian Church of Long 
Beach for giving us their 81 copies of The  
Presbyterian Hymnal.   
 
Our Music Director Marilyn Stiltz picked up eight  
boxes of books from Grace Presbyterian, labeled all 
of them as gifts from Grace, and added them to the 
pew racks in the north section of our Sanctuary.  You 
will need to note “WC” in front of the hymn number in 
the bulletin to select The Worshiping Church or “PH” 
to select The Presbyterian Hymnal.  Now we have a 
greater variety of music with notes as well as words 
from which to choose!  Thank you, Grace  
Presbyterian and Marilyn!  


